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yet passed through, and is terminated by two chains of hills1.
And here it will not be improper to observe that, since we
passed the hills mentioned on the tenth, we found the climate
greatly altered for the better, being much more mild and
tolerable, and consequently the shrubs were not so much
scorched as before; besides the ground was frequently
covered with a particular kind of soft grass. At the end of
this plain we arrived at wells of good water, which were very
deep, and walled round the inside of the borders with stone2.
We encamped a little before nine in the morning, where we
continued the remaining part of the day.
July the i^th. Our caravan was in motion a little before
sunrise, and we travelled the greatest part of this day among
hills and valleys with a gravelly soil; and yet we found less
inconveniency here than in the southern part of the desert,
for in many places the earth was covered with a thin coat of
grass, and the hills there abounded with shrubs, which I never
saw before.
In our journey I had frequently seen an animal I could
not tell what to make of. But this day one happened to be
killed, which enables me to give you a description of it, which
I rather choose to do, because it seems particular to this part
of the world. The head, body, fur and colour are exactly like
a hare, and the tail is long and tapers like that of a rat, only
it is bushy at the end, and is carried erect when this creature
is in motion. The shape and position of the tail made me
suspect it to Se at first a kind of squirrel, till I had a nearer
view of the whole proportion; for then I perceived that the
hind legs were five times as long as the fore ones, This
occasions it to jump when pursued in a very surprising
manner. The size is much the same as that of a rat. There
are a great number of them in the desert3. We encamped at
five in the afternoon on a little spot of ground. Days'
journey from Busserah eighteen.
July the i$th. We set out about three in the morning, and
1  Jebel Sughur and Jebel Rathqa (see Cernik's map, Erganzungsheft
No. 44, Pet. Mitt., 1875, Taf. 2 and 3).
2  The steined wells of Jubb el Ghanam (see pp. 16, 146).
3  A remarkably good description of the Jerboa (see also p. 31).
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